The lists below rank common turfgrasses according to important characteristics and cultural requirements. Within a category, a given grass may differ little from the one listed immediately above or below it; it may, however, differ greatly from one further up or down on the list. The position of a particular turfgrass in a list may change slightly as more is learned about it. Some characteristics of an improved variety may be substantially different than the original species. Its position is also affected by the climate and microclimate at the intended location of establishment. The general ranking (high, low, or intermediate) of turf varieties can be very useful in the selection process.
The warm-season turfgrasses usually lose their green color and are dormant in winter if the average air temperature drops below 50°to 60°F. Some may die if exposed to subfreezing temperatures for extended periods.
The cool-season turfgrasses do not ordinarily lose their green color unless the average air temperature drops below 32°F for an extended period. They turn green again as soon as temperatures rise above freezing and are not usually damaged by subfreezing temperatures. 
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